PRINCESS STREET UNITED CHURCH
EMAIL BLAST Spring/Summer 2019

Basement Restoration Completed!

On August 15, 2018, our Basement Room, leased by the Martello School as their
Kindergarten Room was damaged by a flood, as a result of a massive rain storm.
41 weeks and two days later, we can report that the restored room was returned to the
school for their use on May 27!
A new industrial grade
resin floor was installed
in
mid-May,
which
completed the work in
the basement.
The teachers at the
Martello School are now
setting up the room to
suit their needs.
If you’d like to see the
‘finished product’, the
school would be pleased
to have you drop in for a
look.

The Challenge

While most of the

expense of the restoration of the basement has been
underwritten by insurance, our congregation was
responsible for





A payment of nearly $4800 to cover what was
considered to be ‘pre-existing’ conditions caused
by the chronic dampness in the basement (which
has now been rectified with the repairs made to
the foundation in 2018)
A Payment of $5000 to cover our insurance
policy deductible.
A Payment of $5133.95 to cover HST (which
we will refunded after June 30)

If you can assist in defraying some of these expenses, it would be deeply appreciated!

Farewell & Thank you, John Hartt
Last week, our Ministry Personnel Committee received
notice that our caretaker, John Hartt will be leaving
PSUC on June 15. He is moving ‘back home’ to the east
coast, to take up new employment.
John has been our caretaker since 2009, and we know
that you will want to thank him for his service to us for
the past 10 years. Please stay after the Service on
June 9 for Cake and a time of fellowship with John.

“ We always give thanks to God
for all of you and mention you in
our prayers, constantly 3
remembering before our God and
Father your work of faith and
labor of love and steadfastness of
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3
You are invited to join Rev. Susan every Thursday morning anytime from 7:30 to 8:30, for
a time of quiet prayer and reflection on the issues we face today: as individuals, as a
community, and as citizens of the world. Coffee will be available, and sometimes even a
sweet treat! Time spent in prayer is time well-spent. Please join us.

“All things come of thee, O Lord,
and of Thine own have we given thee”

SUNDAY BULLETINS
You are encouraged to sponsor the dedication of a Sunday Bulletin in celebration of
a special event, in honour of someone, or in memory of a loved one. Suggested
donation is $25. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex, or call the office for
assistance!

UPCOMING WEDDING AT PSUC
Our congratulations and best wishes are
extended to Eric L and April C, who will be
married at Princess Street United on June
22 at 3pm. Their reception will follow in the
Banquet Hall!
April and Eric have been attending Sunday
Services, so please take the opportunity to
wish them well!

Canada

Canada Day Service
at Princess Street United Church
Princess Street United will celebrate Canada Day
at its regular worship service on Sunday, June 30
at 10 am. Pastor Ruth Wood will be leading the
service.
Please consider wearing something RED and
WHITE and join in the festivities!

News from IFRP, Interfaith Refugee Partnership
Recently, we changed our name to reflect the diversity of the wonderful group of volunteers who have
been helping us and to broaden our base as our work continues. When we began the work of sponsoring
one Syrian refugee family in 2015, we had no idea that in the next five years we would bring over 34
individuals, consisting of one extended family, four single families, all with children, and one single. We
are awaiting the arrival of a young couple in Beirut, and followed by two single men, one in Beirut and
the other in Egypt. This has been made possible by fundraising events in 2015/16, and by several
generous donors who have respectively taken responsibility for two separate sponsorships. Helping the
families settle has been exhilarating and often very demanding work. We cannot thank sufficiently the
large number of volunteers who have willingly devoted endless hours and energy to helping the
newcomers feel at home in Kingston.
After five years, we’d like to say that we have completed the work of sponsorship, but the reality is
different. According to the UNHCR website there are now 68.5 million forcibly displaced people
worldwide, of which 40 million are internally displaced, 3.1 million are asylum seekers, and 25.4 million
are refugees. Of the latter Syrians continue to be the largest group at 6.3 million. We may be told by the
media that the war there is over, but men age 18-48 still face mandatory military service, large areas are
still controlled by armed groups, homes have been totally destroyed or occupied by others, and such
basics as food, medicine, electricity, fuel and schools are all lacking. A personal account of conditions
by a Syrian Canadian living in Kingston can be found on our website: interfaithrefugeepartnership.com
So our work with your help must continue. On June 3 we will make the difficult selection of the next
family to be sponsored from a list of heartbreaking stories. Before we can submit the application for
sponsorship we will do the necessary fundraising and call for dedicated volunteers to serve on such
essential teams as coordinator, medical, dental, and education. For ongoing information please see our
website. St. Mark’s Lutheran has been the charity of record since 2015. We are most grateful to their
treasurer, but agree that it is time for another church to take on this role, starting January 1, 2020. We
hope that a congregation will assume this task since it is essential for the work to continue. Thank you
for your ongoing concern, prayers and assistance.
Marguerite Van Die for IFRP

PSUC Income & Expenses at May 31 2019

The Bottom Line








As of May 31, 2019 our expenses far exceeded our revenue.
Our accumulated deficit is nearly $12 thousand more than 2018.
Weekly offerings are $1200 for the time period.
PAR offerings have increased because we have one more contributor.
While rental income is holding steady, we cannot depend on that to cover our
expenses.
The manse is currently vacant which means no revenue from it. In fact, it means
that we are paying a maintenance level of utilities and heat
Church building maintenance expenses were very high this season. The severe
winter weather resulted in higher than normal utilities and snow plowing bills.

Walking the Line

While the bulk of our major winter expenses (Winter snow plowing and utilities, yearly
insurance, Regional Assessment (formerly called Presbytery dues) have been paid, we
will look to the summer with the realization that our rental income (which we rely on) will
be significantly less, particularly in August.

Your financial contribution is critical to the present and future ministry of Princess
Street United Church. We are currently drawing on our reserves at a far too rapid
rate and at some point the well will run dry. Please prayerfully consider increasing
the amount of your weekly offering or you PAR to help meet expenses.
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