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A Storm, Significant Flooding and the Solution
On Wednesday, August 8, a freak summer storm
deluged the city with rainfall in the amounts of 80 to
120 mm coming down within just a few hours. Our
church structure was among the places in the city to
be hit with damage. The intensity of the rainfall,
together with inefficient grading, caused the
basement under the back hall to be flooded. This was
compounded by a failure of the sump pumps.
Alerted by the cleaning staff at the Martello School,
Rev. Susan called in Dave Garrison and Lynn Bell, who,
together with the folks from the school, sprang into
action, calling in plumbers and electricians to deal with the failed sump pumps, and
diverting as much of the water as they could.
In a strange twist of fate, the Board, at meeting earlier this year, had approved the
expenditure of approximately $20,000 to cover the cost of addressing the chronic
drainage problems around the foundation of the back hall. While the work had begun
at the time of the flood, it was not completed.
To complicate matters, it was discovered that beneath the basement subfloor was
the original floor of 9x9 linoleum tiles, which have been determined to contain
asbestos. The Insurance Adjustor has directed that the entire floor, together with
original floor, must be removed. To that end, our insurers have approved an
expenditure of approximately $60,000, which will cover the cost of removal of the
floor, and the asbestos abatement. Our congregation will be responsible for
approximately $10,000 of the cost (covering our deductible, and other incidental
costs).
Since then, our insurance company has been running two industrial dehumidifiers in
the basement. In the coming days, the work will begin to remove the existing
flooring. While the work in the basement is being completed, the Kindergarten has
been relocated to the second floor.

While most of the cost of replacing the floor
in the basement will be covered by insurance,
we will still be responsible for approximately
$10,000 in costs, which together with alreadyapproved expense of $20,000 for the repairs
to the foundation, has caused us to dip into our
modest savings. We will need to recoup some
of this financial outlay, and to that end, the
Official Board will be undertaking a
Stewardship Campaign in the month of
October.

In the coming days, we ask that you
prayerfully consider how you can support this
effort, so that we can continue to be a beacon
of hospitality in Williamsville.
Remember
Consider the lilies, how they grow:
they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell
you, even Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of these.
Luke 12:27

We will survive
and thrive!

From the Envelope Steward
If you would like to have a report on your financial
contributions to PSUC since January, please call
Kevin in the Office, or speak to Linda Bakker. We
can easily provide you with a tally of all you have
contributed to the life and work of Princess
Street United Church in 2018.

The need for donations of new socks continues, especially as
the cooler weather arrives. During the month of October,
SOCKS has set a goal of collecting 1000 pair in Kingston and is
calling the campaign #socktober.
Let’s participate and
contribute 100 pair. (Yes, that’s 10%!)
SOCKS Kingston was formed in November of 2016. Founded by
Terrol McFarlane MacIver in September of 2014, putting new,
warm socks on as many people who need them is SOCKS' simple mission. Keeping the
organization at a Grassroots level means that anyone can participate. They write,
“We never ask for money, just new socks. Socks collected in Kingston, remain in
Kingston. Local agencies such as food banks, shelters, community groups, churches
and more receive the new socks that are collected and distribute them. SOCKS
Team members also hit the streets and place socks into grateful hands.”
You will know that our church is a year round donation location for SOCKS
Kingston. There is always a need for pairs of socks in the Kingston community and
your donations of women’s, men’s and children’s sizes are much appreciated. A
labelled box is located in the narthex. Thank you for your support of this
important ministry.

Did you know that Princess St.
UC has a book exchange? In the
narthex there is a book shelf
containing novels, biographies
and other books of interest. You are invited to borrow or
keep one or more and to donate
books so that others can enjoy
them.

“Lord, teach us to pray,
It’s been a long and cold December
kind of day.
With our hearts and hands all busy
in our private little wars,
We stand and watch each other
now from separate shores.
We lose the way.” (Jos. Wise)

You are invited to join Rev. Susan every Thursday morning anytime from
7:30 to 8:30, for a time of quiet prayer and reflection on the issues we
face today: as individuals, as a community, and as citizens of the world.
Coffee will be available, and sometimes even a sweet treat! Time spent
in prayer is time well-spent. Please join us.
Happy Bookers meets once a
month on a Tuesday evening
from 7 – 8:30. Here is the list
and the dates for the upcoming
year.
All
are
welcome! Refreshments are
served!.
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled

All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony

The Women in the Castle by Jessica

The Wonder by Emma Donahue

Hossieni
Date: October 16, 2018

Shuttuck
Date: November 20, 2018

Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen
Date:

January 15, 2019

Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng
Date: February 19, 2019

Doerr
Date: March 19, 2019

Date: April 16, 2019

The Home for Unwanted Girls by Joanna
Goodman
Date:

May 21, 2019

The Year End Dinner b y Everyone
Date: June 18, 2019

FOOD BANK DONATIONS
Our
congregation
collects
donations of cash and nonperishable food items for the
Partners in Mission Food Bank.
Pasta (canned or dried), canned
meat and fish, peanut butter,
nuts, canned items: vegetables,
fruit, beans, soups and stews and whole grains are particularly
welcome. There is a receptacle
bin in the narthex. Thank you
for your support! Next Food
Bank Sunday is October 21
A reminder about the Wednesday night ‘Soul Care’ Worship
service that is held at Princess Street United Church at 6
pm. Led by Rev. Dr. Stephen McAllister, Pastor of Spirit
Renewal Ministries, this service is an opportunity for you to
spend mid-week time with God. Join others in the
community for a time of studying Scripture, being
encouraged by music and prayer and sharing in the witness
of the Kingdom. All are welcome.

We have received heart-felt letters of thanks from Kingston Youth
Shelter, acknowledging our financial gift, given through the
Benevolent Fund, and facilitated by the Session. Your generous
gifts to the Benevolent Fund help make this ministry happen.
Envelopes are distributed with the bulletin on Communion Sunday’s,
but are available in the narthex at any time. Simply drop your special offering in the
offering plate, or drop it off at the Church office.

… it’s not a Bible study because we
aren’t actually
studying a book
of the bible and
don’t confuse it with
our Happy Bookers group! You’re invited to
join us as we seek truth in the study of:
Here and Now: Living in the Spirit by Henri
Nouwen. Thursday mornings 10–11:30, from
September 27 to December 6. Coffee, tea,
refreshments and a warm welcome awaits
you!

The Bazaar is coming! We need your help!
This Year’s Annual Christmas Bazaar has been scheduled for

Saturday, November 24, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
If you like to make jam, jelly or baked goods, why not make use of the
glorious fresh fruit and vegetables that are currently in stores today?
Some suggestions…
– Jam and jelly preserves
– cakes, pies, loaves made with fresh fruit;
– Fresh tomato sauce;
– Canned pickles, relish, etc.
Our Bazaar customers LOVE to purchase homemade preserves and
baked goods. By making some of these items now, there won’t be any
need to rush at the last minute. Baked goods can be stored in peoples’
freezers, if required.
The Christmas Bazaar needs your help!
We need donations of the following items to sell at the Bazaar:
-Gifts that have been rarely used;
-Good quality items that can be sold as gifts;
-Christmas tablecloths;
-Christmas decorations (lights or tree ornaments);
-Decorative Christmas plates or other Christmas items;
-Jewellery and jewellery boxes;
-Antique items;
-One-of-a-kind items;
This is one of our biggest fund raising events of the year.
Won’t you please join us?
For more information, call Joan Westcott at 613-544-3259
or Annabel Campbell at 613-546-7151

Do you know someone who needs their high school
volunteer hours?
Are you bored, lonely and looking for something to do?
Do you want to meet new people and have fun?
Are you seeking to contribute your time, energy and
talents to a worthy cause?
Is God nudging you in a new direction?
We have exciting volunteer opportunities available
including:
Ushering and greeting on Sunday morning
Assisting with set up and take down of tables, chairs and other items
for
special
events
Occasional
small repair
jobs
Gardening
Hospitality
Ideas,
Suggestions
and
Enthusiasm
for
New
Projects
And
the
ubiquitous
‘other duties
as required’

To learn more or to
volunteer, contact
Rev. Susan or Kevin
at 613-542-6112

The Bottom Line:

Our Finances –our financial burden
and our opportunity!
This year, necessary work on the
foundation of the back hall, together with
lower weekly offering, caused us to have
to dip into our modest savings to the
amount of around $30,000 As we look
toward the fall and Christmas season with
anticipation, you are asked to think
about how you can continue to support
our mission and ministry here at PSUC,
While our regular expenses (Salaries &
benefits, Property expenses, utilities,
are on track from 2017, we are faced
with a number of unexpected, but
necessary repairs. Particularly, the
long-overdue repairs to the foundations
of the back hall, and now the expenses
not covered by insurance as a result of
the flooding in August. Our revenue is
not keeping up with the expenses.
Would
you
prayerfully
consider
increasing your weekly commitment to
the life and work of our church, always
remembering to give within your means?
You can assist in a number of ways: by
participating
in
the
Church’s
‘Pre-Authorized
Remittance’
program
(http://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/get-involved/give-regularly); by a
series of post-dated cheques; by giving online (http://www.psuc.ca/donate)
But

the best way to make sure your offering continues to reach us, is to join us
each and every Sunday!
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